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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Purpose and Background
Given the large Native Hawaiian population on Moloka’i and the perpetuation of the active cultural
lifestyle, assessment of the island’s cultural resource is an important component of the community plan
update process. The purpose of the cultural resource assessment was to identify challenges and
opportunities related to cultural resource management. In October 2010, Chris Hart & Partners
interviewed knowledgeable kupuna and cultural practitioners and also conducted a series of community
workshops in December 2010.
Moloka’i possesses a strong cultural identity which her people are proud of and are determined to
uphold and strengthen for future generations. Moloka’i is historically significant as a center of Hawaiian
culture, and the island’s significance persists today as an essential component in perpetuating the
Hawaiian culture.
Moloka’i is a “cultural kipuka”, or a traditional Hawaiian rural community where
traditional cultural knowledge and practices endure, and from which Hawaiian culture can be
rejuvenated in Hawaii’s contemporary setting. (Minerbi, McGregor & Matsuoka, 1993) Over 60 percent
of the island’s population is Native Hawaiian and Moloka’i is often called “the last Hawaiian island”.
However, the Hawaiian culture and subsistence lifestyle existing on Moloka’i today is threatened;
although many cultural practices and traditions persist within the Moloka’i community, perpetuation of
these traditions is challenging due to outside influences from the dominant western culture. Moloka’i’s
unique culture is also threatened by the degradation of its natural and cultural resources upon which
subsistence activities rely. There is a strong desire on the part of the Native Hawaiian and local
community to preserve their island culture and lifestyle ‐ this is evident in the Vision Statement contained
in the 2001 Moloka’i Community Plan which states in part:
… “We who live here choose not to be strangers in our own land.” …
and “We honor our island’s Hawaiian cultural heritage, no matter what
our ethnicity, and that the culture is practiced in our everyday lives.”

Cultural Resources and Sites
Moloka’i is home to a wealth of cultural resources, both Hawaiian and from other cultures, which attest
to the island’s cultural significance and necessitate effective management and preservation of these
resources. The Hawaiian culture is grounded in a profound respect and understanding of the natural
environment. Aloha ‘āina, love the land, and mālama ‘āina, care for the land, are at the heart of the
Hawaiian cultural belief system and subsistence lifestyle. Cultural resources ‐ be they sacred sites, family
shrines, loi kalo (taro patches), springs, or trails ‐ provide the foundation for the active cultural lifestyle
and protecting these resources is the key to perpetuation of the Hawaiian culture on Moloka’i.
Moloka’i has hundreds of documented archaeological and historic sites and undoubtedly numerous sites
that have not been identified and documented. Approximately 120 Moloka’i sites are on the State and/or
National Register of Historic Places. Moloka’i’s cultural sites are not only a physical record of the island’s
past, many are also actively used by present day Hawaiians for cultural, spiritual and subsistence
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purposes and are of critical importance to the vitality of the Hawaiian culture. Each region of Moloka’i
has an array of cultural resources that characterize the area and collectively define Moloka’i.
East Moloka’i
Moloka’i’s early Hawaiian population was concentrated on the east end of the island, particularly along
the southeastern coast from Kamalo to Honoulimalo’o, a region known as Mana’e. The region’s
perennial streams, abundant springs, fertile valleys and extensive coral reef and marine resources
supported the island’s largest prehistoric Hawaiian population and today it is one of the most intact
cultural landscapes in the state. Fishponds (loko i’a) stretch along the southeast coast, increasing in both
number and size from east to west. More than 50 fishponds were built on the reef flats along the south
coast, most of them completed by the early 15th century (Field, M.E., 2008).
A second concentration of early Hawaiian population was located in the windward valleys of Halawa,
Wailau, Pelekune and Waikolu. Halawa Valley, on Moloka’i’s far east end, contains archaeological sites
and features which comprise nearly all of the components of an ancient Hawaiian community and are the
most complete known representation of the facets of prehistoric Hawaiian culture. Wailau and Pelekunu
are also large cultivatable valleys that were home to sizable Hawaiian populations adept at wetland taro
agriculture. Due to the remoteness and inaccessibility of these valleys their archaeological remains are
overgrown with vegetation and largely undiscovered.
Central Moloka’i
Archaeological sites and cultural properties in central Moloka’i are found throughout the southwest
coastal region stretching from Kawela to Pala’au as well as in the upland areas of Pala’au, Kualapu’u,
Kala’e, Na’iwa and the Ho’olehua plain. Between Kamiloloa and Kawela, on the battlefields of
Pakuhiwa, King Kamehameha I’s most destructive battle occurred. Cultural sites in the Kaunakakai area
relating to early Hawaiians are significant because of their ties to Kamehameha V and earlier ali’i. The
Kaunakakai and Kalama’ula areas also carry cultural significance because of their ties with the island’s
more recent history.
In the upland region of Pala’au, Kala’e and Na’iwa archaeological sites are scattered throughout the
landscape and the area holds strong cultural significance because of its connection to the Makahiki festival
and games. The Ho’olehua plain is a traditional food production area known for sweet potato cultivation
and several heiau are also present in the region. The current site of the Moloka’i Airport was used as
training grounds for King Kamehameha I’s warriors. (Summers, 1971)
West Moloka’i
Lands within west Moloka’i have been extensively surveyed and sites well documented due to the
number of development proposals in the region. The majority of the cultural sites in west Moloka’i are
located along the coastal areas and the summit of Maunaloa due to the presence of natural resources
utilized by early Hawaiians. Many of the sites located in west Moloka’i are associated with ancient
fishing villages, attesting to the region’s productive fishing grounds.
The historical coastal trail Ke alapūpūkea Moloka’i (the shell road at Moloka’i) runs from Mo’omomi,
around ‘Ilio Point, across Pāpāhaku Beach, around Lā’au Point and east to Iloli, connecting the important
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fishing areas. The west coastline between ‘Ilio Point and Pāpōhaku Beach has a high concentration of
archaeological sites including ko’a (fishing shrines), burial grounds, shelters and caves. The shallow reef
area off of Lā’au Point, known as “Penguin Banks”, is a rich fishing area with remnants of fishing
villages and ko’a.
The Maunaloa area is culturally significant because of its adze quarries and
manufacturing sites as well as the wahi pana (sacred place) located in the summit region of Kā’ana which
is known as the birthplace of the hula (ka hula piko).
Subsistence Resources
Hawaiians are intimately connected to the land and the natural environment which provides the
foundation for subsistence and cultural and religious beliefs and practices. Moloka’i was traditionally
called “Aina Momona”, land of plenty, in honor of the island’s abundant natural resources and great
productivity. Moloka’i also gained the reputation as the land of “fat fish and kukui nut relish” refereeing
to the island’s plentiful fishponds, ocean resources and fertile lands. The land and the sea still play a vital
role today in feeding Moloka’i families. Subsistence activities such as fishing, ocean gathering, forest
gathering, hunting and cultivation are actively practiced by many people on Moloka’i, providing food to
families and keeping alive important cultural traditions and knowledge.

Regulatory Controls and Resource Management Options
Regulatory controls and resource management options which provide for the protection of cultural and
archaeological resources are briefly discussed in this issue paper. These regulatory controls and resource
management options include the State Historic Preservation Program; Hawaii Coastal Zone Management
Act; County subdivision, zoning and grading ordinances; Native Hawaiian access rights; National Park
Service designation; and National Heritage Area designation.

Challenges and Opportunities
While State and County programs and laws exist to protect cultural resources, there are existing issues
that still threaten these resources and the perpetuation of the local and Hawaiian culture on Moloka’i.
Some of the key challenges relating to cultural resources identified by the Moloka’i community include
erosion and sedimentation, overfishing, lack of enforcement of existing State and County regulations,
non‐native invasive fish and seaweed, regulatory impediments to fishpond restoration, lack of
identification and awareness of cultural sites, future management of Moloka’i Ranch lands, and the large
amount of entitled undeveloped land on the East End.
Key opportunities identified by the community include the use of traditional resource management,
community stewardship, partnerships and land trusts to manage resources in conjunction with stronger
enforcement of existing regulations and increased education. Conducting a historic inventory and
allowing for and encouraging small‐scale cultural tourism were also identified by community members
as potential opportunities to protect cultural resources and perpetuate the active cultural lifestyle on
Moloka’i.
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Kaloko’eli fishpond wall.

INTRODUCTION
Purpose and Background
Given the large Native Hawaiian population on Moloka’i and the perpetuation of the active cultural
lifestyle, assessment of the island’s cultural resource is an important component of the community plan
update process. The purpose of the cultural resource assessment was to identify challenges and
opportunities related to cultural resource management.
The methodology used to conduct the cultural resource assessment included conducting interviews with
knowledgeable Moloka’i kupuna and cultural practitioners; conducting cultural resource mapping
workshops; and developing this issue paper. The purpose of the interviews was to gain insight on
cultural resource management issues and opportunities. The information gained from the interviews was
then used to frame the facilitated discussions and mapping exercises conducted at the cultural resource
assessment workshops. The information gained from the interviews and mapping workshops was then
used to develop this issue paper.

Moloka’i’s Cultural Significance
Moloka’i possesses a strong cultural identity which her people are proud of and are determined to
uphold and strengthen for future generations. Moloka’i is historically significant as a center of Hawaiian
culture, and the island’s significance persists today as an essential component in perpetuating the
Hawaiian culture. Traditionally Moloka’i was known as “Moloka’i Pule O’o”, Moloka’i of the powerful
prayers. This saying referred to the island’s reputation as a training ground for the most powerful priests
in Hawaii and it instilled fear and respect for Moloka’i and her people throughout the islands. Moloka’i
was traditionally a center for learning and is known as the birthplace of hula.
Moloka’i’s cultural significance persists today as a cornerstone for the continued revitalization of the
Hawaiian culture. Moloka’i is a “cultural kipuka”, or a traditional Hawaiian rural community where
traditional cultural knowledge and practices endure, and from which Hawaiian culture can be
rejuvenated in Hawaii’s contemporary setting. (Minerbi, McGregor & Matsuoka, 1993) Over 60 percent
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of the island’s population is Native Hawaiian and Moloka’i is often called “the last Hawaiian island”.
Moloka’i’s native Hawaiian and local community is deeply rooted in a subsistence based lifestyle
connected to the island’s natural and cultural resources. Families fish, hunt, gather from the ocean and
forests, cultivate taro and grow other crops to provide daily needs. There is a strong sense of ‘ohana on
Moloka’i. Large extended families are common and sharing resources such as fish and game between
family members and friends is customary. Maintaining close ties within and among ‘ohana and
preserving the local island way of life through resource sharing is central to the community’s wellbeing.
Maintaining close ties to the land and to special places maintains a sense of place and connectedness to
past, present and future generations.
However, the Hawaiian culture and subsistence lifestyle existing on Moloka’i today is threatened;
although many cultural practices and traditions persist within the Moloka’i community, perpetuation of
these traditions is challenging due to outside influences from the dominant western culture. Moloka’i’s
unique culture is also threatened by the degradation of its natural and cultural resources upon which
subsistence activities rely. There is a strong desire on the part of the Native Hawaiian and local
community to preserve their island culture and lifestyle ‐ this is evident in the Vision Statement contained
in the 2001 Moloka’i Community Plan which states in part:
… “We who live here choose not to be strangers in our own land.” …
and “We honor our island’s Hawaiian cultural heritage, no matter what
our ethnicity, and that the culture is practiced in our everyday lives.”

Cultural Resources and Sites
Moloka’i is home to a wealth of cultural resources, both Hawaiian and from other cultures, which attest
to the island’s cultural significance and necessitate effective management and preservation of these
resources. Moloka’i’s cultural resources include archaeological sites such as heiau, burials, loi and
fishponds; historic structures; as well as natural resources such as forests, fresh water, native flora and
fauna, and ocean resources. Some of Moloka’i’s most noted cultural resources include ancient Hawaiian
complexes of Halawa Valley, ‘Ili’ili‘ōpai heiau of Mapulelu, east end fishponds, Makahiki Grounds of
Nā’iwa, Hula Piko of Kā’ana, R.W. Meyer Sugar Mill of Kala’e, and the extensive south shore coastal reef
system.

Halawa Valley (Melissa Kirkendall / Pacific Legacy).
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The Hawaiian culture is grounded in a profound respect and understanding of the natural environment.
Aloha ‘āina, love the land, and mālama ‘āina, care for the land, are at the heart of the Hawaiian cultural
belief system and subsistence lifestyle. Hawaiians believe the ‘āina is their ancestor and that it is their
kuliana, responsibility, to search for balance and harmony with nature and to take care of the land and in
turn the land will take care of them. Hawaiians have a deep connection to their ancestral lands because
iwi, bones of their ancestors, are buried there. Cultural resources ‐ be they sacred sites, family shrines, loi
kalo (taro patches), springs, or trails ‐ provide the foundation for the active cultural lifestyle and
protecting these resources is the key to perpetuation of the Hawaiian culture on Moloka’i.

Summary of Key Challenges and Opportunities
Some of the key challenges relating to cultural resources identified by the Moloka’i community include
erosion and sedimentation, overfishing, lack of enforcement of existing State and County regulations,
non‐native invasive fish and seaweed, regulatory impediments to fishpond restoration, lack of
identification and awareness of cultural sites, future management of Moloka’i Ranch lands, and the large
amount of entitled undeveloped land on the East End. Key opportunities identified by the community
include the use of traditional resource management, community stewardship, partnerships and land
trusts to manage resources in conjunction with stronger enforcement of existing regulations and
increased education. Conducting a historic inventory and allowing for and encouraging small‐scale
cultural tourism were also identified by community members as potential opportunities to protect
cultural resources and perpetuate the active cultural lifestyle on Moloka’i.

MOLOKA’I’S CULTURAL RESOURCES
Moloka’i has an abundance of archaeological and historic sites and traditional cultural properties
distributed throughout the landscape which document the habitation of the island by ancient Hawaiians
as well as more recent use of the island’s regions by various ethnic groups. Moloka’i has hundreds of
documented archaeological and historic sites and undoubtedly numerous sites that have not been
identified and documented. Approximately 120 Moloka’i sites are on the State and/or National Register
of Historic Places. Moloka’i’s cultural sites are not only a physical record of the island’s past, many are
also actively used by present day Hawaiians for cultural, spiritual and subsistence purposes and are of
critical importance to the vitality of the Hawaiian culture. Each region of Moloka’i has an array of
cultural resources that characterize the area and collectively define Moloka’i.

East
Moloka’i

Moloka’i’s early Hawaiian population was concentrated on the east end of the
island, particularly along the southeastern coast from Kamalo to Honoulimalo’o, a
region known as Mana’e. The region’s perennial streams, abundant springs, fertile
valleys and extensive coral reef and marine resources supported the island’s largest
prehistoric Hawaiian population and today it is one of the most intact cultural
landscapes in the state.
Fishponds (loko i’a) stretch along the southeast coast,
increasing in both number and size from east to west. More than 50 fishponds were
built on the reef flats along the south coast, most of them completed by the early 15th
century (Field, M.E., 2008). Although many of the fishponds are now overgrown
with vegetation, submerged or infilled, they are still important cultural properties
which serve as a tie to ancestors and Moloka’i’s past. Some fishponds, such as
Keawanui, have been restored and are in active use.
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Halawa Valley kalo loi (Melissa Kirkendall / Pacific Legacy).

Remnants of lo’i kalo are found in every wet valley and also fringing the shoreline
sides of the region’s stonewalled fishponds. Mauka of the fishponds, ‘uala (sweet
potato) and wauke (paper mulberry) plants were cultivated between long shallow
terraces which swept across the lower kula (low, flat land) slopes (County of Maui
Planning Department, 2001). In addition to the numerous lo’i, fishponds, stone walls
and fishing shrines, mana’e is home to an abundance of heiau (shrines/temples),
including ‘Ili’ili‘ōpai heiau at Mapulelu, the largest on the island and thought to be the
oldest. Directly behind ‘Ili’ili‘ōpai heiau is the ancient Wailau trail which connects the
kona side to Wailau Valley.
Also of cultural significance is the kukui grove,
Kaulukukui o Kanikaula, at Pu’u o Hoku Ranch.

Halawa Valley 1930’s (Lawrence Aki).

A second concentration of early Hawaiian population was located in the windward
valleys of Halawa, Wailau, Pelekune and Waikolu. Halawa Valley, on Moloka’i’s far
east end, contains archaeological sites and features which comprise nearly all of the
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components of an ancient Hawaiian community and are the most complete known
representation of the facets of prehistoric Hawaiian culture. Halawa Valley’s
archaeological remains date back to A.D. 650, making Halawa one of the earliest
known settlements in all of Hawaii. These remains consist of hundreds of irrigated
agricultural stone wall terraces, irrigation ditches, heiau, fishing shrines and
numerous house platforms. (National Park Service, n.d.)
Wailau and Pelekunu are also large cultivatable valleys that were home to sizable
Hawaiian populations adept at wetland taro agriculture. Due to the remoteness and
inaccessibility of these valleys their archaeological remains are overgrown with
vegetation and largely undiscovered. However, archaeological expeditions to the
valleys have identified huge stone terraces, heiau, house sites and fishing shrines.
Scholars believe that the lo’i were extensive and occupied every possible part of the
valleys, stretching to the beaches and up the small ravines. (National Park Service,
2000)

Kalawao Peninsula.

Although not officially in the planning area of the Moloka’i Community Plan,
Kalawao played a significant and important part in the history of the island. During
the early 1800’s the Kalawao peninsula, northwest of Waikolu Valley, held a small
thriving community of Hawaiians who cultivated the land and fished the productive
fishing grounds to the west of the peninsula. Remains of early Hawaiian habitation
of the area include heiau, ko’a, house sites and a holua slide. The peninsula’s isolated
location was chosen in 1865 by Kamehameha V to serve as the area set aside for
victims of Hansen’s Disease. Today many of the historic buildings from the
Hansen’s Disease community remain and are being restored by the National Park
Service.
Following western contact in 1778, east Moloka’i remained an important population
center through to the early 1900’s. Puko’o was the first town in the western sense
and the first County seat with a court house, lock‐up, wharf and several small stores.
As plantation and ranching activities began to grow in west Moloka’i, a gradual
population shift began to occur, and in 1925 the County business center was moved
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to ‘Ualapu’e and only 10 years later Kaunakakai became the major commercial and
political center of Moloka’i. (County of Maui Planning Department, 2001)

Central
Moloka’i

Archaeological sites and cultural properties in central Moloka’i are found
throughout the southwest coastal region stretching from Kawela to Pala’au as well
as in the upland areas of Pala’au, Kualapu’u, Kala’e, Na’iwa and the Ho’olehua
plain. Between Kamiloloa and Kawela, on the battlefields of Pakuhiwa, King
Kamehameha I’s most destructive battle occurred. The Kawela Cultural Complex
has an abundance of cultural sites including petroglyphs, heiau, burial mounds,
house sites and shrines. A pu’uhonua, place of refuge, has also been identified in the
Kawela area.

Malama Cultural Park from Kaunakakai Warf.

Cultural sites in the Kaunakakai area relating to early Hawaiians are significant
because of their ties to Kamehameha V and earlier ali’i. Kamehameha V had a
preference for Moloka’i so he built a home in Kaunakakai, remnants of which still
exist west of the approach to Kaunakakai Wharf at Malama Cultural Park. West of
Kaunakakai is Kalama’ula, which is also culturally important because of the coconut
grove at Kapuaiwa planted for Kamehameha V. Numerous petroglyphs and heiau
have also been identified in the gulches mauka of Kaunakakai.
The Kaunakakai and Kalama’ula areas also carry cultural significance because of
their ties with the island’s more recent history. As previously noted, in the 1930s
Kaunakakai became the commercial and population center of Moloka’i and some of
the historic buildings from that era remain today. Kalama’ula is the location of the
first Hawaiian Homelands homesteading lots. West of Kalama’ula is the coastal
region of Pala’au which is primarily a wetland area and home to a number of ancient
fishponds, lo’i and stonewall cattle pens.
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Coconut grove at Kaupaiwa.

In the upland region of Pala’au, Kala’e and Na’iwa archaeological sites are scattered
throughout the landscape and the area holds strong cultural significance because of
its connection to the Makahiki festival and games. In Kala’e there is a sandalwood pit
dug by King Kamehameha’s men to the exact width and breadth of the cargo hold of
a ship to measure sandalwood logs for transport to China. The Kala’e area is also
home to the restored historic 1878 R.W. Meyer Sugar Mill.
In Manowainui, at Mimo gulch, there are remains of three hula platforms. The
Pala’au and Na’iwa areas are dotted with significant cultural sites including a phallic
stone (Kaukeonanahoa), petroglyphs, holua slide, caves and heiau.

Phallic stone.

The Ho’olehua plain is a traditional food production area known for sweet potato
cultivation and several heiau are also present in the region. The current site of the
Moloka’i Airport was used as training grounds for King Kamehameha I’s warriors.
(Summers, 1971)
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West
Moloka’i

Lands within west Moloka’i have
been extensively surveyed and
sites well documented due to the
number of development proposals
in the region. The majority of the
cultural sites in west Moloka’i are
located along the coastal areas and
the summit of Maunaloa due to
the presence of natural resources
utilized by early Hawaiians.
Many of the sites located in west
Moloka’i are associated with
ancient fishing villages, attesting
to the region’s productive fishing
grounds. The historical coastal
trail Ke alapūpūkea Moloka’i (the
shell road at Moloka’i) runs from
Mo’omomi, around ‘Ilio Point,
across Pāpāhaku Beach, around
Lā’au Point and east to Iloli,
connecting the important fishing
areas.

Wai o Kane Petroglyphs (Melissa Kirkendall / Pacific Legacy).

Archaeological evidence suggests that Mo’omomi, located on the region’s north
coast, was an ancient fishing station and the sand dunes in the area were used for
burials. Moving northward in the region, ‘Ilio Point is associated with many mo’olelo
(legend/history) that are important to the Hawaiian culture.
The west coastline between ‘Ilio Point and Pāpōhaku Beach has a high concentration
of archaeological sites including ko’a (fishing shrines), burial grounds, shelters and
caves. Two significant sites in this area include the heiau on top of Kaiaka Rock
which was used as an observation tower for fishing and scouting purposes and the
canoe heiau below Kaiaka Rock which demonstrates the areas importance for canoe
launching and landing.
The shallow reef area off of Lā’au Point, known as “Penguin Banks”, is a rich fishing
area with remnants of fishing villages and ko’a. Extensive burials are also present in
areas around Hale o Lono. Moving east along the south shore, several fishponds
were constructed with two important fishing villages located at Kapukawaihine and
Kanalukaha.
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Enclosure at Kawakiu Nui Bay (Melissa Kirkendall / Pacific Legacy).

The summit region of Maunaloa is believed to have had a native forest of kukui, hala,
‘ie’ie, ‘iwa ferns, ginger and hau. The area was used for dry land agriculture with
crops including sweet potato, dryland taro, sugarcane and banana. The Maunaloa
area is culturally significant because of its adze quarries and manufacturing sites as
well as the wahi pana (sacred place) located in the summit region of Kā’ana which is
known as the birthplace of the hula (ka hula piko). (Townscape, Inc., 2005)

Subsistence
Resources

Hawaiians are intimately connected to the land and the natural environment which
provides the foundation for subsistence and cultural and religious beliefs and
practices. Moloka’i was traditionally called “Aina Momona”, land of plenty, in honor
of the island’s abundant natural resources and great productivity. Moloka’i also
gained the reputation as the land of “fat fish and kukui nut relish” refereeing to the
island’s plentiful fishponds and ocean resources and fertile lands. The land and the
sea still play a vital role today in feeding Moloka’i families. Subsistence activities
such as fishing, ocean gathering, forest gathering, hunting and cultivation are
actively practiced by many people on Moloka’i, providing food to families and
keeping alive important cultural traditions and knowledge.

Fishermen on east end.
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As defined by the Governor’s Moloka’i Subsistence Task Force Final Report (1994),
subsistence is “the customary and traditional uses of wild and cultivated renewable
resources for direct personal or family consumption as food, shelter, fuel, clothing,
tools, transportation, culture, religion, and medicine; for barter, or sharing, for
personal or family consumption and for customary trade”. The purpose of the
Moloka’i Subsistence Task Force was to document how important subsistence is to
Moloka’i families and how much of their food comes from subsistence. Although
the task force report is over 15 years old, some Moloka’i residents interviewed stated
that that the findings and concussions of the report are still valid. The following
results are from the task force’s random sample survey:





Among the random sample group survey across the entire island, 28% of
their food is acquired through subsistence activities.
Among the Hawaiian families survey, 38% of their food is acquired through
subsistence activities.
Among the respondents, 76% ranked subsistence as very important and
somewhat important to their own families.
Virtually every respondent believed that subsistence was important to the
lifestyle of Moloka’i.

Subsistence activities provide numerous benefits besides the obvious provision of
healthy food. Subsistence is an important component of Moloka’i’s economy and
significantly supplements the food budgets of some families. Subsistence promotes
a kinship with nature and perpetuates traditional Hawaiian cultural values, customs
and practices. Inherent in traditional subsistence is the practice of conservation of
resources and stewardship of the land. Cultural knowledge, including place names,
fishing ko’a, fishing and gathering methods, and reproductive cycles of important
ocean and land resources, has been passed down from generation to generation
through training in subsistence skills. The sharing of food and resources gathered
through subsistence activities also promotes important community and family
connections.
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As illustrated in the Subsistence Sites Map produced by the task force, important
subsistence sites are located throughout the island. Fishing and ocean gathering
sites virtually ring the entire island and are especially prevalent on the west end and
southeast shoreline. Hunting areas are located throughout the west end and in the
mauka regions of southeast Moloka’i. Forest and stream gathering occurs in most of
the valleys and gulches of the island, especially in the lush valleys of mana’e and the
backside. Moloka’i’s abundance of fishponds are an indication of the importance of
ocean subsistence to the island’s past and continue to serve as a foundation of
Hawaiian cultural heritage and offer opportunities for Moloka’i’s future food and
economic sustainability.
Protecting the natural resources
which support subsistence activities
and maintaining access to these
resources is essential to the
persistence of subsistence practices
and Moloka’i’s active cultural
lifestyle. Of vital importance to
virtually all subsistence activities is
the protection of fresh water
resources. Freshwater gives life to
the forest plants and stream life,
feeds the springs and wetlands, and
supports productive kalo lo’i and
fishponds. Hawaiians have always
had a deep understanding of the
importance of water. The Hawaiian
word for water is wai and the
Hawaiian word for wealth is waiwai,
signifying that water is the basis for
well‐being and wealth. Subsistence
activities are dependent on the
protection of freshwater and other
important natural and cultural
resources.
Dry land taro.

REGULATORY CONTROLS AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT OPTIONS
The following regulatory controls and resource management options provide for the protection of
cultural and archaeological resources and native Hawaiian access rights in Hawaii.

State Historic Preservation Program
The foundation for historic and archaeological resource protection in Hawaii is established by the Hawaii
State Constitution which specifically links the police power with historic site preservation. The State
Historic Preservation Program was enacted to address this mandate of the State Constitution and applies
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to both publicly and privately owned properties. The primary function of the preservation program is
listing and oversight of properties on the Hawaii Register of Historic Places (State Register). While listing
of a privately owned structure on the State Register does not provide complete protection of the resource,
it does call for review and concurrence of the State Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR)
prior too any proposed construction, alteration, or improvement that will affect the historic property.

R.W. Meyer Sugar Mill

Kalua’aha Church (Melissa Kirkendall / Pacific Legacy.)

Many of Moloka’i’s historic buildings and archeological sites are listed on the State or National Register
while numerous other potentially eligible sites have not been identified, nominated or listed. Also
eligible for designation are traditional cultural properties which are defined as areas or sites that are
associated with the cultural practices or belief of a living community, are rooted in the community’s
history and are important in maintaining the continuing cultural identity of the community (Parker and
King, 1998). Areas such as the ka hula piko, pu’u o hoku, and specific areas of the island associated with
important mo’olelo are examples of traditional cultural properties that could be nominated to the State or
National Register.

Coastal Zone Management
A comprehensive network of State and County regulations and programs exist to protect, preserve, and
enhance shoreline and beach areas and the benefits they provide. The Hawaii Coastal Zone Management
Act (HCZMA) (HRS 205A) provides the foundation for shoreline and beach protection in Hawaii. Maui
County implements the objectives, policies and guidelines of the HCZMA through the establishment of
Special Management Area (SMA) rules and regulations and permitting process.
The purpose of the SMA permit is to regulate any use, activity or operation that qualifies as a
“development”, and has a total cost of $125,000 or more; or has significant adverse environmental or
ecological effect within the SMA. The intent of the permit application is to provide a means to preserve,
protect, and where possible, restore the natural resources of the coastal zone by establishing special
controls on development within the areas along the shoreline so as to avoid permanent loss of vulnerable
historic, archaeological, natural and scenic resources and insure that public access is provided. The SMA
and Shoreline Setback Area (SSA) are used in conjunction with the Maui County Code, Zoning
Ordinance, General Plan and the Moloka’i Community Plan to manage the island’s coastal lands and
resources.
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County Subdivision, Zoning and Grading Ordinances
When a parcel of land is subdivided for development, the historic and archaeological sites and other
cultural resources on that land become vulnerable to damage or destruction if the proposed new
development is not carefully designed. The subdivision of land on Moloka’i is controlled by the Maui
County Subdivision Ordinance (Title 18 Maui County Code) which imposes requirements on land
owners to ensure that the proposed change is consistent with other government plans and regulations,
such as community plans and the State Historic Preservation Law. Subdivision regulations are an
important public control over private land development, especially in rural and agricultural areas with
large tracts of undeveloped land.
The Maui County Zoning Ordinance (Title 19 Maui County Code) designates districts with allowable
categories of uses, and establishes development density, building height, lot coverage, setbacks,
minimum and maximum lot sizes and other similar regulations for each district. Regulating
development through zoning can be a tool to lessen impacts to natural and cultural resources.
The County’s grading ordinance requires a Soil Erosion Control Plan specifying Best Management
Practices (BMP’s) when a parcel of one‐acre, or more, is proposed for grading. These requirements are
intended to prevent and minimize soil erosion and runoff that could negatively affect streams and coastal
waters.

Native Hawaiian Rights
The legal basis for traditional Hawaiian access is founded on native Hawaiian ahupua’a tenant rights, and
is derived from the following three sources:
1.
2.
3.

Common Law of England: Section 1‐1 Common Law and Hawaiian Usage;
State of Hawaii Revised Statutes: HRS 7‐1; and
Hawaii State Constitution: Article XII Sec. 7.

Collectively these laws protect access and use of ahupua’a and kuleana lands by native Hawaiians for
traditional subsistence and cultural and religious purposes.

Hale o Lono Beach.
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National Park Service Designation
Regions of Moloka’i which possess high concentrations of cultural and natural resources, such as Halawa,
Wailau, Pelekunu and Waikolu Valleys, are potential candidates for establishment as units of the national
park system. Designating these regions as National Parks, National Historical Parks or National
Monuments present options for long‐term protection of the cultural and natural resources found there for
future generations. Candidate units are identified by local grassroots interests, elected officials or
professional evaluations and created by an act of Congress.

Waikolu Valley

Backside near Pelekunu Valley

The National Park Service (NPS) has conducted studies of the resources and management options for the
backside valleys of Moloka’i and Halawa valley and has found their resources to be of national
significance and recommends inclusion within the national park system. Benefits of NPS designation
include federally funded restoration of native biotic resources, archaeological sites and cultural resources.
As documented in the NPS studies, community members voiced concerns with NPS designation of these
areas. Their concerns included the desire to maintain the areas as rural and undeveloped; maintain local
community control; and the perception that outside management would threaten traditional use of lands
and rights of Native Hawaiians. The NPS assured the community that traditional uses of these cultural
resources by Native Hawaiians would be considered fitting and proper, and that existing private
ownership of lands and existing homes would remain; however Federal management of these lands still
concerns some Moloka’i residents. (National Park Service, n.d., and National Park Service, 2000) During
the cultural resource assessment interviews and mapping workshops, some community members
reiterated the aforementioned concerns regarding Federal control of resources and also expressed
concern with the potential of increased visitation and access to these areas that may occur with NPS
designation.

National Heritage Area
National Heritage Area (NHA) designation is an option for cultural landscape preservation on Moloka’i.
A NHA is defined as a place where natural, cultural, historic and scenic resources combine to form a
cohesive, nationally distinctive landscape arising from patterns of human activity shaped by geography.
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The goal of establishing a national heritage area is to preserve an area’s local culture and way of life,
protect cultural and natural resources, tell the story of the local people and their relationship with the
land, and encourage or allow for compatible economic development. NHA’s are designated by Congress
but are initiated and managed at the community grassroots level. Heritage areas are often managed by a
locally established partnership of community members, non‐profit groups, and local, state, or federal
government agencies. Another benefit of NHA designation is the support provided by the NPS in the
form of funding, training, technical assistance and recognition for community efforts.
The NPS has outlined four critical steps that need to be taken prior to congressional designation of a
national heritage area. These steps are:
1.
2.
3.

4.

Completion of a suitability/feasibility study;
Public involvement in the
suitability/feasibility study;
Demonstration of widespread public support
among heritage area residents for the
proposed designation; and
Commitment to the proposal from key
constituents, which may include
government, industry, and private, non‐
profit organizations, in addition to area
residents.

Similar to designation as a national park or national
monument, designation as a NHA brings with it
Federal involvement in resource management.
Although Federal involvement in NHA management
is at a much lesser degree than at a national park, for
example, there may still be community concern over
the potential for loss of local control of resources.
Additionally, an important focus of heritage areas is
local economic development and heritage tourism.
This provides benefits to the local community but
can also produce concerns over increased visitor
access and use of resources.

Keawanui Fishpond.

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
While State and County programs and laws exist to protect cultural resources, there are existing issues
that still threaten these resources and the perpetuation of the local and Hawaiian culture on Moloka’i.
The following challenges and opportunities related to cultural resource management were identified by
the Moloka’i community during the interviews and focus group workshops.
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Major Challenges
Erosion and
Sedimentation

Erosion is a major issue on Moloka’i which is negatively affecting streams,
fishponds, wetlands, coastal waters and reefs. Siltation of Moloka’i’s reefs and
coastal waters is having detrimental affects on fish, limu and other ocean resources
which the Moloka’i community depends on for subsistence fishing and ocean
gathering. The fringing coral reef along the south coast of Moloka’i is one of the
most extensive and productive reefs in Hawaii. The diverse array of marine species
that depend on the reef are healthier than those in more heavily exploited urban
areas around the state; however their populations have shown signs of decline in
overall health which is likely as a result of the decline of the health of the reef due to
sedimentation (Field, M.E., 2008).

Erosion on west end at Hale o Lono Beach.

Erosion and siltation is most pronounced along the island’s south shore and on the
west end. The length of the reef flat between Pālā’au and Kamalao shows evidence
of damage from sedimentation, with severe damage evident between Kaunakakai
Warf and Kawela (Field, M.E., 2008).
Numerous past and present land use activities including ranching, farming and
development are responsible for the island’s erosion problems. Agriculture has been
the main land use influencing erosion on Moloka’i by way of clearing the land for
farming and damage from grazing animals. Construction activities and road
building along the southern shoreline and upslope development have altered runoff
patterns and contributed to erosion. Forest damage caused by feral ungulates
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including goats, deer and pigs is also a major contributor to erosion on Moloka’i.
Populations of these animals have reached levels at which they are severely
denuding vegetation and contributing to soil loss. (Field, M.E., 2008)
Over Fishing

Although Moloka’i’s fish populations and other ocean resources are at relatively
healthy levels compared to other areas of Hawaii, some long‐time island residents
report that numbers of fish and other species have declined noticeably in the last
several decades. Overharvesting and improper harvesting methods by off‐island
fishermen, both commercial and private, as well as Moloka’i fishermen have
negatively affected nearshore fishery resources and threaten the longevity of
subsistence fishing.
The early Hawaiians depended on the ocean for survival and as a result they
developed an intimate relationship with and understanding of ocean resources and
how to sustainably utilize and manage them. Traditional Hawaiian fishing methods
and practices are adaptive responses to marine resource availability and limitations
(Poepoe, Bartram and Friedlander, n.d.). The traditional fishing system relied on
social and cultural controls on fishing with a code of conduct that emphasized a
social obligation to exercise self‐restraint in resource exploitation which was strictly
enforced by the community (Friedlander, et al., 2000).

Halena Beach.

The primary reason why Moloka’i has relatively healthy subsistence fishing
resources today is because previous generations of subsistence practitioners
practiced in accordance with traditional protocols and methods (Matsuoka,
McGregor and Minerbi, 1994). Traditional fishing methods and practices are still
practiced by some subsistence fishermen on Moloka’i, however the island’s fisheries
are being affected by the commercialization of fishing and the emphasis placed on
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short‐term catches rather than resource sustainability and future catches. The
present generation of subsistence practitioners is facing new challenges and
problems from tourism, commercialism and newcomers who are ignorant of
Hawaiian subsistence values, customs and practices (Matsuoka, McGregor and
Minerbe, 1998). Resources are being harvested beyond what is needed for
immediate family consumption and improper techniques, such as taking juveniles
and harvesting during spawning season, are being used. Commercial fishing boats
from Oahu and Maui often harvest large amounts of fish and other ocean resources,
competing with Moloka’i subsistence fishermen.
Some Moloka’i residents
interviewed expressed the concern that if something is not done in the near‐term to
reverse the trend of overharvesting, ocean resources will continue to diminish and
future generations will be negatively affected.
Lack of Fisheries
and Game
Management

Another issue threatening cultural resources on Moloka’i, which is closely linked
with overharvesting, is the lack of effective State fisheries and game management.
Some Moloka’i residents interviewed noted that there are not enough Department of
Land and Natural Resources, Division of Conservation and Resource Enforcement
(DLNR DOCARE) officers on island to enforce the State’s rules resulting in a lawless
culture of fishing and hunting. Catch limits, area closures, hunting safety protocols
and other rules are not being effectively enforced.
However, there also exists a
distrust of State management of fishing and hunting resources on Moloka’i and
some residents do not want any increased enforcement.

Non‐native
Invasive Fish
and Seaweed

Non‐native invasive fish and seaweed, such as ta’ape, roi and gorilla limu, are a
threat to the coastal ecosystem and Moloka’i fishermen and ocean gatherers. The
non‐native invasive fish often out‐compete the natives for resources and also eat the
juvenile native fish. Some Moloka’i residents also consider the monk seals as a
threat to subsistence fishing because they compete with the fishermen for the native
species. These community members feel that the State has a responsibility to
manage or eradicate the non‐native invasive species since it was the State who
introduced many of these species to Hawaiian waters in the first place.

Regulatory
Impediments to
Fishpond
Restoration

Moloka’i’s fishponds serve as a foundation of Hawaiian cultural heritage and
historically were an important subsistence resource that fed the island’s people.
Some groups within the Moloka’i community want to restore the island’s vast
fishponds to perpetuate the culture as well as provide a means to promote
sustainability, economic development and aquaculture education.
However
fishpond restoration efforts continue to face difficulties in the form of regulatory
impediments. The fishponds are either privately owned or State owned and are
available to community members interested in restoration and revival of aquaculture
practices only through complex leasing and permit procedures.
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Keawanui Fishpond

A range of permits are required by Federal, State and County regulatory agencies for
restoring and using the fishponds. Applicable government regulations and permits
required include a Department of Army 404 Permit, Department of Health 401 Water
Quality Certification, NPDES permit, Coastal Zone Management Consistency
Statement, Conservation District Use Application, SHPD review, HRS 343
Environmental Impact Statement, Shoreline Setback Variance as well as County
Grading, Grubbing and Stockpiling Permits (Pacific American Foundation, 2003).
In the last 10 to 20 years positive steps have been made toward simplifying the
permit process for fishpond restoration, including the creation of a Master
Conservation District Use Application (CDUA) including 29 Moloka’i fishponds.
The Master CDUA permit and supporting environmental assessment (EA)
eliminated redundancy and costs associated with individual CDUA/EA applications
required for the 29 fishponds. DLNR administrative rules have also been amended
to exempt the CDUA requirement for fishponds being restored for non‐commercial
purposes. Additionally, Army Corps of Engineers has created a General Permit,
satisfying 404 permit requirements, for a number of Moloka’i fishponds. (Farber,
1996)
As a result of proactive community‐based efforts and collaboration with government
agencies, the permitting process has been improved considerably. However, the
community feels that there are additional permitting issues which still need to be
resolved including the restriction on commercial use, lead agency government
support for fishpond restoration, and State land leasing issues. Under the Master
CDUA permit, a fishpond cannot be used for commercial purposes. This condition
will severely limit the development of fishpond‐based aquaculture on Moloka’i.
Beyond obtaining government permits to restore a fishpond, if the fishpond is State
owned, the community group must also obtain a lease permit to use the fishpond – a
process which is also complex, costly and time consuming. And finally, there is a
need for a lead permit agency to take on the responsibility of facilitating fishpond
revitalization permitting for the purpose of making the process accessible, legible
and as inexpensive as possible. (Pacific American Foundation, 2003)
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Lack of
Enforcement of
SMA Rules and
BMP’s

Lack of
Awareness and
Identification of
Cultural Sites

Some Moloka’i residents that were
interviewed expressed concern that
there exists a lack of enforcement of
SMA rules and BMP’s, especially
along Moloka’i’s south shore, which is
negatively affecting cultural, natural
and scenic resources.
Upland
grading and grubbing and road
creation without the use of BMP’s is
altering natural drainage patterns and
hydrology. Unregulated grading and
filling of springs, fishponds and
wetlands near the coast is contributing
to the siltation of near shore reefs and
coastal waters and permanently
destroying important cultural sites and
resources.

Grading of land on east end.

Tied to the lack of enforcement of SMA Rules and BMP’s is the lack of identification
and awareness of important cultural and archaeological sites which threatens the
perpetuation of these resources. Many cultural and archeological sites, especially on
the east end, have not been identified and are being damaged or destroyed by
unregulated grading and development of land, both mauka and makai.
Some Moloka’i residents also feel that there is a lack of respect and awareness of the
importance of Moloka’i’s cultural and archeological sites, by locals and visitors alike,
that often leads to intentional and unintentional damage to these sites. If people are
not aware of a site’s existence and cultural importance then they do not understand
how their actions can negatively affect these areas. Some examples include
destruction of Hawaiian burial grounds by 4X4 vehicles, trampling of native flora
and taking of cultural artifacts as souvenirs by visitors. Archeological sites, such as
heiau, rock walls and house platforms, are also being damaged by animals and trees
due to neglect.

East End
Undeveloped
Entitled Land

As previously discussed, the east end of Moloka’i has a wealth of cultural resources
stemming from its long inhabitation by early Hawaiians. However much of the east
end has not been surveyed and many cultural sites have not been identified. There
are also a large number of entitled undeveloped parcels on the east end that add to
the vulnerability of cultural resources and sites in the area. Some east end residents
that were interviewed feel that urban development of these lands will be detrimental
to the community character and the natural and cultural resources in the area.

Future
Management of
MPL Lands

Moloka’i Properties Ltd. (MPL), better known as Moloka’i Ranch, owns
approximately 65,000 acres of land on Moloka’i, primarily on the west end. With the
Ranch shutting down operations on Moloka’i following State Land Use Commission
hearings on the proposed Lā’au Point 200‐lot luxury subdivision, some community
members are concerned with the uncertainty of the future of these west end lands
and the potential that they would be subdivided and sold. There is concern over the
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future protection of west end cultural resources including important cultural sites
near the summit area of Maunaloa, access to hunting, fishing and gathering areas
and management of the current severe erosion problems.

MPL west end lands.

Key Opportunities
Traditional
Resource
Management

Protection of cultural resources, particularly subsistence resources, will be best
achieved through a combination of traditional resource management practices, local
community stewardship, stronger enforcement of existing County and State
regulations and increased education. Land trusts and partnerships between
community groups, government agencies and large land owners will serve as key
frameworks for implementing resource protection objectives.

East end looking mauka toward Kamakou.

Traditional resource management, or ahupua’a management, is based on the
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understanding of the integral connection between the land and the ocean and is
rooted in generations of place‐based knowledge of resources. An inherent aspect of
traditional subsistence and resource management is the practice of conservation and
adherence to a code of conduct to ensure for future availability of resources which
sustain life. Perpetuation of Moloka’i’s active cultural lifestyle will require
protection through traditional resource management of the natural and cultural
resources upon which the lifestyle depends.
Community
Stewardship and
Local Control

Community stewardship of cultural and natural resources based on traditional
protocols is the management framework preferred by some people within the
Moloka’i community. They want local control over decisions that affect their
cultural resources and lifestyle. Moloka’i has a wealth of local people with long
histories and experiential knowledge of the environments and ecosystems in which
they live. Moloka’i’s communities have cared for these resources for generations
and believe it is their responsibility to continue to do so for the benefit of future
generations. Another key aspect of community stewardship is the enforcement of a
non‐regulatory code of conduct through community and family peer pressure.

Community‐based traditional resource management can function collaboratively
with the more contemporary, western based resource management approach.
Mo’omomi Subsistence Fishing Area
The restoration of land and ocean resources at Mo’omomi is an example of
successful community stewardship of resources based on Hawaiian protocols and
place‐based knowledge. In 1994, the Seventeenth Legislature passed law (Act
271/94) to establish community‐based subsistence fishing areas throughout the
islands, with the Mo’omomi area set up as a demonstration pilot project.

Mo’omomi area, northwest side of Kawa’aloa Bay (Melissa Kirkendall / Pacific Legacy).

Hui Malama o Mo’omomi, together with DLNR, prepared a fisheries management
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plan for the northwest coast of the island with the long‐term goal of bringing fishery
resource management in the Mo’omomi Bay area down to the level of the users who
have the most detailed understanding of the resources and the long‐term interest in
their sustainable use. The community has been very successful in achieving their
objectives of integrating traditional observational methods and science‐based
techniques, fostering consensus about how fishing should be conducted to restore
community values and stewardship, and revitalizing a locally‐sanctioned code of
fishing conduct. (Friedlander, et al., 2000) Community stewardship of the
Mo’omomi area can be used as a model for establishing community‐based fisheries
management areas or subsistence fishing zones throughout the island.
‘Aha Moku Management System
The ‘Aha Moku initiative is a joint venture between the native Hawaiian community
and the State to integrate the traditional cultural natural resource management
system into existing government regulatory policy. In 2007, Governor Lingle signed
Act 212 into law with the stated purpose “to initiate the process to create a system of
best practices that is based upon the indigenous resource management practices of
moku (regional) boundaries, which acknowledges the natural contours of land, the
specific resources located within those areas, and the methodology necessary to
sustain resources and the community”. The initiative is based on the belief that the
traditional model of resource management sustained the Hawaiian community for
thousands of years and could be used to restore and maintain the environment of
Hawaii into the future.
The basic tenet of the ‘Aha Moku initiative is that the local community within each
ahupua’a possesses invaluable knowledge about the resources within their region
that should be used as the basis for resource management. The ‘Aha Moku is a
bottup‐up management framework starting with the ahupua’a, then the moku then
the island. At the island level is the ‘Aha Moku Council whose purpose will be to
advise the State on native Hawaiian resource management practices; derive a
comprehensive set of native Hawaiian best practices for natural resource
management; foster understanding and practical utilization of this knowledge;
ensure the future sustainable use of marine, land, cultural and natural resources;
enhance community education and cultural awareness; and participate in the
protection and preservation of the State’s natural resources. (Aha Kiole Advisory
Committee, 2008)
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Halawa Valley.

The Aha Moku initiative is still in its formative stages yet has gained strong support,
especially on Moloka’i where some community members favor local resources
management. The County should continue to track the progress of the ‘Aha Moku
and initiate open dialogue with its representative regarding County support of the
initiative.
Partnerships

Partnerships between landowners, the community, government agencies and private
organizations are an effective resource management option that is currently utilized
on Moloka’i. Partnerships bring together people with diverse expertise and
knowledge to address complex resource management issues which often cross
property lines and jurisdictions. Partnerships are essential for managing watersheds
and addressing the affects that land based activities have on coastal areas and
marine resources.
Reforestation, management of feral ungulates and
implementation of erosion control measures, such as permaculture, are some of the
important actions that need to continue to combat erosion and siltation of wetlands,
fishponds, near shore waters and reefs. Actions such as these are best implemented
at the watershed or regional level by partnerships. A number of partnerships,
including the East Moloka’i Watershed Partnership, currently exist to manage key
watershed areas on Moloka’i. The County should continue to support these
partnerships and play an active role in them when feasible.
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Mo’omomi Preserve (Melissa Kirkendall / Pacific Legacy).

Land Trusts

Local and national land trusts provide for private sector management of natural and
cultural resources. A land trust is a private, often non‐profit, organization dedicated
to conserving and protecting land. Land trusts acquire land through direct
purchase, donation or conservation easements for conservation, recreation, open
space, agricultural preservation, historic preservation and other similar purposes.
Some national land trusts include The Nature Conservancy and the Trust for Public
Land. Local land trusts include the Maui Coastal Land Trust and the Moloka’i Land
Trust. Management of lands and resources by land trusts is a favorable option given
the current tight budgets of government agencies and many large landowners. The
County should support the efforts of land trusts to acquire land on Moloka’i for the
purpose of protecting natural and cultural resources.

Stronger
Enforcement of
Existing
Regulations

Some Moloka’i residents that were interviewed felt that there needs to be stronger
enforcement of existing State and County regulations to protect cultural resources.
Specifically they noted that there needs to be stronger enforcement of SMA rules by
the County to protect cultural resource and stronger enforcement of fishing and
hunting regulations by DLNR to protect the island’s fisheries. Some community
members indicated that DLNR needs to increase the number of enforcement officers
assigned to Moloka’i. However, as previously noted, there also exists community
resistance to increased government control of resources and decision making.
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Kepuhi Beach.

Education

Education is a vital component of effective resource management on Moloka’i.
Without proper education that is based on cultural protocols, all other resource
management efforts will be ineffective in the long‐term. Education promotes local
stewardship of resources and helps to foster an understanding of the need to care for
resources for the benefit of future generations. Education should occur at all levels
of the Moloka’i schools system including elementary, intermediate and high school
as well as at the college level. Education should also include DLNR education
initiatives such as hunter education classes, and community organizations
disseminating information about resource management (Matsuoka, McGregor and
Minerbi, 1998). Moloka’i’s natural and cultural history should be included in the
formal school curriculum for Moloka’i youth to provide them with a better
understanding of their cultural history and resources of their island home. The
County should also be an avid supporter of educational programs geared at
protecting cultural and natural resources.

Identification of
Cultural Sites

Historic Resource Inventory
As previously noted, many areas on Moloka’i, especially on the east end, have not
been surveyed and numerous historic, archaeological and cultural resources have
not been identified. In order to protect these important cultural resources, a
comprehensive island‐wide historic inventory needs to be completed. The County
has already conducted such a project on a smaller scale when it contracted Markline,
LLC to complete the Mana’e GIS Mapping Project (2008). The purpose of this project
was to collect, present and analyze data on cultural and natural resources in the
Mana’e region. The island‐wide inventory should be a geo‐referenced database
linked to TMK numbers and used for County development permit review. This will
likely be a long‐term project with many phases, but it is essential for protecting
Moloka’i’s cultural resources from further development pressures.
Archaeological Training Program
Involving the local community in archaeological research offers an innovative
approach to surveying lands and identifying cultural sites. This approach offers
many benefits including utilizing local knowledge of areas and resources,
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introducing the local community to the field of archaeology and gaining community
support for archaeological research projects.
From fall 2004 through summer 2005 the Moloka’i Archaeological Training Program
was offered to the Moloka’i community with the objective of teaching basic
archaeological methods to local and non‐traditional students for possible future
employment as archaeological field technicians. The project was cosponsored by the
University of Hawaii and the Moloka’i Rural Development Project in collaboration
with Kamehameha Schools Bishop Estate and the Society for Moloka’i Archaeology.
The project included fieldwork in the Kamalo area and Wailau Valley as well as
classroom work. The project was a success, resulting in quality archaeological
research as well as some program students gaining entry‐level archaeological jobs.
(McElroy, n.d.) The County could collaborate with SHPD, the University of Hawaii
and community groups to duplicate the successes of the Moloka’i Archaeological
Training Program in an effort to survey additional areas of the island and train the
local community in archaeological research
and monitoring.
Interpretive Signage at Cultural Sites
Providing interpretive signage at accessible
cultural sites can be a tool to make the
community and visitors aware of these sites
and how they should be respected. The
County could work with Moloka’i kupuna to
identify appropriate sites for signage and
develop
interpretive
materials
and
programs describing and celebrating these
sites.
Small‐scale
Cultural
Tourism

The thoughtful development of a Moloka’i appropriate, small‐scale cultural‐ and
eco‐tourism industry could have positive effects on both cultural resource
management and the island’s economy and was supported by some of the
interviewees.
Culturally based tourism activities that have an educational
component, practice preservation of the island’s natural resources, and are respectful
of the island’s culture and environmentally sensitive areas can create greater
community awareness, support and appreciation of these resources. The industry
should refrain from commercializing the Hawaiian culture, but rather strive to share
and celebrate the authentic Hawaiian culture that is alive on Moloka’i. Cultural
tourism activities should be supported by the community and ideally initiated and
managed by Moloka’i people. The County should support the development of a
community supported, small‐scale cultural tourism industry on Moloka’i.
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GLOSSARY OF HAWAIIAN TERMS
Ahupua’a – Traditional Hawaiian land division that extended from the top to the mountain to the fishing
and gathering waters of the sea, containing all of the resources needed for human survival. These
divisions of land also provided the principal physical and social structure for traditional society.
Aina – Land
Aina Momona – Land of plenty
Ali’i ‐ Chief
Aloha Aina – Love the land
Heiau – Shrine or temple
Kipuka ‐ Oasis
Ko’a – Fishing shrine
Kula – Low, flat land, plain
Kuleana – Responsibility or an area of land awarded in fee by the Hawaiian government during the
Mahele.
Kupuna – Grandparent or elder
Lo’i Kalo – Taro patch
Loko i’a ‐ Fishpond
Makahiki – Ancient Hawaiian new year festival season
Mālama Aina – Care for the land
Mauka – Mountain side or towards the mountains
Moloka’i Pule O’o – Moloka’i of the powerful prayers
Mo’olelo – Legend or history
‘Ohana ‐ Family
Pu’uhonua – Place of refuge
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‘Uala – Sweet potato
Wahi pana – Sacred place
Wai – Water
Waiwai ‐ Wealth
Wauke – Paper mulberry plant
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